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Moving to the Relief of Thorn-

burgh’s Command,

RAPID  CONCENTRATION OF  TROOPS.

Probable Magsacrs of Whites
at the Agency.

‘CAUSES OF THE HOSTILE MOVEMENT,

Encroachment of Miners and Too
Many Improvements.

THE GREAT UTE RESERVATION.

Strength and Resources of
the Tribe,

[pY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD.]
Rawrixgs, Wy. T., Oct. 2, 1879.
Glenernl Merritt started at eleven o'clock this
morning with the advance of lis column,
consisting of four companies of ecavalry,
numbering about two hundred men, and
130 infuntry in wagons, altogether about
three lundred and fifty men and officers, Two
companies of infantry are encamped in town
awaiting wagon transportation. The advance
have 160 mules, heavily packed with ammuni-
tion and rations, .
PROSPECTS FOR RELIEF,
It will be impossible for the advanece of this
command to reach the Thornburgh expedition

+ Dbefore Runday night or Monday morning, before

which tune the suffering among the survivora
will pe very great, if they are able to retain
their positiod that long. There is mo gross
nlong the route, the Utes having burned it all
before the outbresk, and it is mnecessary to
transport forage for all the animals by wagons.-
THE LASYT INFORMATION,
No informuation lins been roceived from the

" unfortimate expedition sivee the night of the

29¢th, at whith time they were entering ina
narrow hottom of Milk River, a point 160 miles
south of Rawlins and 25 jniles north of the Ute
reservation in Colorade, when they were com-
pletely surrounided by Iindians, who held a posi-
tion on the high ground above the command
about four hundred yards distaut, There is
witter in the bottom, but it is not known if it is
enclosed within their breastworks. If outside
they will be able to reach it only in the might
aud then av great risk to those who undertake
1t Thelr PositIoN is ok perilous as it possibly
eduld be, and one likely enough to follow when
180 soldiers are sent against a thousand or
more hostile Tndinns.
; FRIOR TO THE FIGHT.

‘The night preceding the Milk River battlo
Colorow and Uto Jack, two Ute chicfs of irer}'
bad reputation, visited the ecamp of Mujor
Thornbargh und informed him that he might
vigit the agency with five men, but the
command would mnot be allowed to pro-
ceed further, they aecting under the
impression that the expodition were to
removo them south of their reservation. They
were nsked by the oflicer to smoke, which they,
in a contemptuous manner, refused to do. Yet,
after this, and knowing also from reliable infor-
mation that the Indiaus luud o war dance at the
ageney, Thornburgh was obliged to obey his
orders and march on to almost certain death.

THE STORY OF THE FIGHT TOLD AT DENVER—
THE INDIAN TACTICS—BAVAGES WHO ODJECT
TO DEING CIVILIZHD —INTERVIEW WITH GOV-
ERNOR PITEIN, OF COLORADO,

lBY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD,]
Desvenr, Oct. 2, 1879,

Information of the fight between Indians nnd
troops reached Denver about noon yesterday,
and was succeeded by general excitement, as it
was expected the militin wonld be ordered out.
Governor Pitkin being spoken to onthe sulijecy
snysi—*As the federai soldices have taken the
matter in hund the State will take uo aotion, un-
leas it becomes necessury, but when it does the
Btate is ready. 1t may be necessary to protect
the frontier, A despateh was received here giving
the acconnt of the fight, of which I send soms
partieulurs that way not have reached you, A
supply train of thirty-three wagons and o cons
pany of infantry, with three cavalry companies,
made ap Major Thornburgl's command, The
infantry pany was dropped at Old Fortilien-
tion Camp to act nsn guand to passing supply
trains und a8 a reserve.  Thornburgh's com-
mand, wumbering abont one hundred aund sixty
men, proceeded, and wet the fivst Indions
Bear River, sixty-five miles north of the sgency,
and vutside of the reservation,

A PARLEY AND AN ADVANCE,

Ten Utes came up sud said thoy were hunt-
ing, morely. The sume ten Indinns were met
ut Williaw's Fork of Bear River. This time
thoy suggosted that Major Thornburgh should
leave his commund whore they were and pro-
coed with them, tuking an escort of only five
men, to the White River Agoncy. Thornburgh,
however, feared another Modoe affair, und de-
clined to neoept the invitation, He then pro-
coeded on Lis way with the entive command,
aml was met twenty-ive miles north of the
sgeney by nbout three hundred warriors, who
houl men lying in ambush,

INDIAN TACTION,

Under the gaidance of Scont Rankin they left
o roud above where the Indians were nni-
bushed, ethus avoiding suother ovent which
would®ave been similar to the Custer massg-
ere. The commuand took the trail and wet the
fuo at several pluces.

Oueo the lndiaus emmo up iu line about thres

bundred yards away from the tioops, but
Thornburgh ordered his wen uwot to tive until
the Indians fid, saying :—

' uMy orders ure positive, and if I violate them
and survive o court wartial may follow. 1 feel
a8 thongh myself arhl men may be murdered.”

By this tiwe the Indians had flanked the
troops, and, uttering the Ute war whoop, opened
fire. The wagon train was corralled about
three-fourths of a mile in the vear of the com
mand, and the Indians got between the wogon
train and the soldiers, and fought on foot,
slowly retreating.

TUE DASIL FOR THE WAGONS.

Seeing his danger, Mujor Thoruburgh mounted g

with twenty men and mude a charge for his
train, Thornburgh and thirteen men were
killed. The othera veached the train and made
reastworks of the wagons und held the position
until hulf-pust eight on Monday night, when the
Indians withdrew. In the entire engagement
there were. fourtoen killed and thirty-four
vounded. Every officer wus shot except Licu-
tenant Cherry, of the Fifth cavulry. Two hun-
dred head of mules were “killed. Surgeon
Grimes was wonnded, but js still able for duty.
PANIO OF THE SETTLERS. e
The settlers on 8nake River are leaving. They
report that Agent Meeker mdall the employés
were killed on Sudday. Mr. Meekér's wife and
dunghter’were with him at the ageney. The In-
dians have been burning great quantities of tim-
ber and grass and committing other depreda-
tions, ereating démage amounting to millions.
I'his fivst began inthe uninhabited districts, then,
on the night of the 9th of July they Lurned the
houses belonging to J. B. Thompson, for mony
years gencral agent of the Utes, and an effort to
arrest the eriminals foiled. Troops were ealled
for by Governor Pitkin and a company was sent
to Middle Park, 100 miles from the agency.

KO IMPROVEMENTS WANTED BY THE BAVAGES.

Agent Mecker hud attempted several reforms,
among others to farm landa. This was objected
to by the Indians. A delegation of suvages re-
cently visited Denver to see Governor Pitkin.
They complained that Mr. Meeker was trying to
educate their children, and they wanted no ed-
ucation. He was also making too many im-
provements. There are smong the Utes about
a thousand warriors, and of the White River
Utes about two hubdred snd fifty, «The South-
ern Utes hiave sent up about one hundred war-
viora. All are well armned with Winehester
rifles, - ;

. A LETTER FROM AGENT MEEKER.

A short time sinee Governor Pitkin, of Col-
orudlo, received the following letter from Mr. N,
C. Meeker, agent of the Utes at White River
Agericy:—

Wirre River Acexcy, Sept. 10, 1879,

To Govermor Prrkix:—We have plonghed

eighty neres.  The Indians object to any more
buing done; stop ploughing. One, of the
pleughmen 3 week. I woas as-
snulted Mondvy ln"i‘;;' n house by Chief
Johneon, forced out doors und censiderably in-
Jjured. The employés enme to the rescue. Thoe
Indians lnugh at my being forecd out of the
house, I feel that none of the white people are
sufe, and 1 want United Stutes troops to protect
me, They are positively needed at this time,
N. C. MEEKER, Agent.
STATEMENT OF GOVERNOR FITKIN,

When questioned to-day regarding this com-
munieation, and s to theé events which bad led
to the nprising of Utes, the Governor said:—

“This Indian trouble had been brewing all
summer. Since last Jupe the Utes have been
burning the forest and grasses along the line of
their nwrvuduu,‘s distauce of over three hun-
dred miles. Roving bands have wandered up
and down the entire country, leaving
o trail of fire wherever they went,
Fires were started in  uninhabited dis-
triets at first, but in August the houses of
Mr. J. Thompson and Mr. Smart on Bear River,
Routt county, were burned by the Indians, who
were seen and recognized. Complaints for arson
wers aworn out before Judge Beck, of the First
Judicial District. who issued warrants for the
arrest of two ludians numed Benoett and a
Chinaman. A sheriff and posse followed the
Indians juto the reservation to execnte the
warennis, but were unable to find the erim-
inala, Chicf Dounglanss demied the right to
arrest  Indinus the reservation. This
ofliciolly reported to me by
and I applied to General
for tPoops to excente the wur
runts, ‘on the ground that no Indiuns
guilty of arson should eseape punishment for
crime by taking-refuge on the reservation. Gen-
ernl Popo at once ordered a compuny of cavulry,
then seouting in Middle Park, to the agoney to
arvest the Indious and assist the Sherit, Meun-
while Mr. Mecker, the White River agent, had
difieulty with ecrtuin members of the tribe,
and bud been rudely handled by Johnson, o
lending ehief. He applied to me for troops for
protection, aud I made the request of General
Pope, who at once ordered Colonel Thornburgh
on the mission in which he met his unfortunato
denth.”

“You have expeeted something of this kind
from this tribe, then!” asked your corre-
spondent. j

“1 have thought for aix weeks that there was
a liability of the White River Utes wmnking
trouble, and, as | eay, bave written several let-
ters to General Pope.'

on
fact was
Judge DBeck,

Pope

COMPLAINTS OF THE UTES.

“When the four White River Utes visitod you
as cndasaries recently what did you learn of
their demands or complnintal™

“They were hore two days, They seemed
dissatistied greatly and compluined beewase tho
government bitchered the outtle of the tribe
for consumption, instead of allowing the herd
ineresse and  purchasing  other  cnttle

butchering.  They ulso  compluined
Meeker woas  endeavoring  to
instract the young, und they  wished
no  edueation of their  young wmen or
ohildren. They lurther complained that the
ngent was making too many improvements aud
was oultivating too mueli soil.  They opposed

.

to
for
thst  Agent
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From a glance ot the above map sn idea can be
galned of the position of the great Ufo reservation
in Colorado. The reserve is in churge of three
agencies, at the most northerly of which—White
River Agency, which is marked on the map—the
troubles originated. The monutains north of the
reserve invited the *‘prospectors™ from Wyoming.
Rawlins, on the line of the Pacific Railroad, was
the genoral starting polut, There is a fulr tradl,
casily passablo at this time of tho year,” from
Rawlins to the White River Ageney. It was along

5 pedition before Sunday,

this ling that Thornburgh sdvanced and on which
he met the hostiles at Milk Creek Csuyon, as indi-
cated sbave. It is the only road from the agoncy.
General Merritt is ow advancing :lnng this road to.
the relief of the beleaguered soldiers on Milk Croek.
Ho takes 350 men with him, and sdditional forces
will be hurried after him, as fast as they arrive from
different points along the Union Pscife Railroad,
Ho cannot resch the troops of Thornburgh's ex-

not only progression but everything else. From
these complaints, followed or sccompsnied by
the extermination of ganme snd the burning of
forests, I wns let to believe the White River
Utes were hostile,”

HOW THE UTES ARE DIVIDED,

#Do you think the whole Ute nation is in the
uprising 1” .

“Nao, sir; I do not. The nation is divided iuto
three tribes, commonly known as the morth
or White River Utes, of whom Douglnss
is chief; of the Uncompuhgres, of
whom Ouray is ‘chief, and the Southern
Utes, located at Pagosa Springs, which
will keep Ignato's band in check. Ignato has
been unfriendly and his band was generally
considered so in years past, but now that the

too remote from the Northern Agency I appre-
hend no danger from them, The Uncompabgres
have been friendly for years, and Ouray, the
chief, has been the stanchest friend of the
whites of all the Indians. Captains Billy and
Sam snd a majority of the other chiefs of this
band are also friendly. Bapayanaro, however,
who is sccond only to Ouray in this tribe,
has always been considered unfriendly,
gud I understood weeks ngo that he
had gone to the White River Agency. It is
very probable that he and his followdrs are en-
gaged in this attack. All the other Uncom-
pabgre Utes I regurd us friendly, but if they
should turn hostile they ecould commit great
depredntion at Ouray snd the gneighboring
canps.” .
THE NUMBER OF UTES.

“How mauy Utes are there in the three
tribes "

“There are a little over three thousand In-
dians in the nation and over one thousand men
who are able to bear arms. At an estimate I
should judge these fighting Indisns to bo
divided about ns follows :—

White River Utes....... g eeerenemanenaans 2050
UncompahgreUtes. cccaveesrnsancanns veess DOO
Sounthern Utes...... SR M SR P MR

PObR). o s i sewssaninsobantnsirisbssibnes « SO

“According to this estimate, and I think it
will be found nearly correet, if Saparavaro and
the Douglass tribe have joined hands in the up-
rising, they buve fhout three hundred armed
Indians, the band of the former chief number-
ing, it is thought, 100.” 1

THE HOSTILES WELL PREPARED.

“How well prepared are the Utes for war i

“They are all armed with Winchester rifles
and the whole nation owns from eight to ten
thousand ponies. The government has per-
mitted them to raise and sell ponies and sheep,
and the procecds of this business have been
used in purchasing small avins and ammunition,

‘#0 they sre as well nrmed an any band of In.

dians in the world.”

“If a war is impending, who will have charge
of the Iudinn forces?”

“Deuglass will contrel the eouncils and prob-
ably lead the Indians,  He is an able chief and
the brightest of all the White River Utes. He
was appointed a chief twelve years ago and
has risen to st place by superior ability,”

WIHITES AT THE AGENCY,

“#Ilow many white peoplo do you think were
at the aguney!"'

“Eight or ten white men and probably five
or six white women,"” .

“¥From what the Indianas have so far snid and
dove, aud from the agent's position among
them, do you entertain any theory as to the
fate of the white peoplel™

“In all probability Agent Meeker has been

military is quartered among them and thoy are |

“When did you hear from Agent Mecker
last ¥

“Iis last letter was dated September 24, and
in it be said:—“Lhings are quiet, because I
have ceased to muke improvements” He also
said that large bands of Indians were gathering
there to start next month on a hunting expe-
dition, which becomes very significant since the
recelpt of to-day's despatehes,” :

PATE OF THE SEITLERS, |

“What is your theory as to the extent of the
work of the uttacking Indians among the
whites "

“I do met think any large number of white
settlers have been killed, because the fight was
on the reservation in Summit county, a few
mﬂt'u_ Q!}lh of t_.ha northern boundary of the
reservation, where the whites were not per-
mitted to settle. Fifteen or twenty miles north
of that paint, on Bear River, there are a great
many ranchmen, but unless the Indians were
able to exterminate the troops they would not
bave time to attack the settlers, and the mes-
sengers who took the despatehies to Rawlins
and Laramie probably warned the sottlers on
their route,”

THE FATE OF THE INDIANS,

“What will the government policy be now,
think yout”

*I think the conelnsion of this affair will cod
the depredations in Colorado. Secrotary Schurz,
while here a week ago, was impressed with the
necessity of something being done immediately,
and sent despatehes to Washington giving his
viewvs, It will be impossible for the Indians and
This nt-
tack liad no |lm\'oca_uinu. and the whites now
understand that they are linble to be attacked
in any part of the State, at any time where
Indinns happen to bo in suflicient foree."

“If the goverument temporizes, what theni”

“My idea is that unless removed by the
government they must necessarily be extermi-
nated.”

READINESS OF THE STATE TO ACT.

“Should the government grant permission or
8o direet could you raise volunteers in time and
in numbers to quell the ontbreak at onee ™

“1 could raise 25,000 men to protect the
settlers in twenty-four hours, but I don't think
the government will ullow State interferenee, as
the outbreak took place on the rveservation.
The State would be willing to settls the Indian
trouble at its own expense. The advautages
that wonlil accrue from the throwing open of
12,000,000 acres of land to miners and settlors
would mote than compensate for all expenses
incurred.”

the whites to live in peace bereafter.

MOVEMENT FOR THE RELIEF OF THE BRBE-
LEAGURED TROOPS-—RAFID MOVEMENT oOF
REINFORUEMENTS BY TRAIN.

[BY TELEGRAPE TO THE HERALD. ]
Omana, Neb,, Oct. 2, 1879,

No further information bhas been received at
department hendquarters from the Thornburgh
command, proving that no eoiriers have passod
the enemy’s line since yesterday, and it may bo
inferred vither that the pletely
surrounded or thnt no important change in the
condition of affaira hus ocourred to demand
messages.  One or two old Indian fighters here

express the opinion that the Indians have dis-
persed ere this unless they have sucoveded in
overpowering the command, which is not be-

lioved possible.
THE RELIEF FORCE.

General Merritt reached Roawlins this morn-
ing aud informed headguartors that he wonld |
depart at eleven A, M. with 181 infantry, in |

killed. He had no of po, |

the troops were sitacked on the anly rowd by
which he could have escaped and the ambush
was but twenty-fivo miles from the ageney only.
If his Hio isspared it is beenuse Douglass did not
Joiu the assnult snd may protect Mecker to pre-

vent the destruction of the tribe by the govern-

mout."”

Wik and about 220 eavalry, o foree ho
deemed siflicient for the immediate relief of
Thornburgh's command,  The remasioder of the
troops otdered to coneentrate st Rawlins will
General Merritt will re-
lieve Poyne by tomorrow afternoon acecording
to General Williama' caloulation,

follow ns u reserve,

. Utes, will join in this émeule, which will mean a

Passengora fromn the West in the overloud

truin to-day report great excitement and bustle '
wlong the road, owing to the news of the out-
break. Fears are felt st many points that all
the Colorado Indiuns, including the Southern

most serious Indian war.
MOVEMENTS OF TRAINS,
Genernl Merritt pushed the areangements for |
the moving of troops at Cheyenne with great
rapidity. A party of officers left Cheyeune on |
the regular noon train westward. A special |
train, starting about two o'clock, was mwdle
up of every kind of car that conld serveina
contingeney.  Horses and equipments wero
loaded inside and groups of soldiers rode en
the top of cattle cars. The overland train

have resched this the

agency during . Goods
purchased in August of mmmmgﬂﬂ

tho raiiroad depot, 175 wilew sway, since
laat, u puriod of over nine w Flour purchased
the st of June is still ot Rawlive; no dﬂﬁ
blaukota, touts, mpl ts or uteusils of

bhave boen issuel at this sgeacy for two
Yewrs: no flonr except ouce fiftesn to a fam-

ily mince last May, [n wddition ko uwual .
tou of their subsistence which the Todisns
tor themselves, thoy have had this great

f0 mwake up in whole or in part scme Way.
| With  the uxau{;ljou of n fow tha
ouly way in which the Indisus leve I

bow to provide for thomselves s by hunting, By
Timent the sale

|
| peremiplory reyulntions of the departmen

of wrws and suiwumtion upon the reservation has
bucn prouibited. At the sawe time the Indians have
had ouly to go off their reservation to obtain all the
arms and amuinnition, both loose and txed, which
they desice, & number of trading posta | sooes~
sible, aud no white man refusing to fu these
articles to the Indians is » very gool evidence, when
there ix mo feeling in the community aguinst it, tha
the people do not stand In any great fear of the
Indisus. Mauy of the settiors bhave made it thoir
privcipal business to trade with these Indisns dur-
j;n;: the pust year, sl have offered them every ioe

pussid trains bearing troops on Wednesday,

two at Cheyenne and one near Sidney, the latter

with reinforcements from Fort MePhersown
ARRIVAL OF TROOPS.

Licutenant Colonel Gilbert reached here this
evening with the following companies of the
Seventh infantry en route for Rawlins, where
he will be held in case of need:—Company
H, Captain Frean ; Company B, Captain Kirt-
land ; Company E, Captain Clifford; Company C,
Lieutenant Quinton; Ce y K, Lieut t
Jackson; Company F, Captain Williams, mak-
ing o total of 240 men. They will leave here
at midnight. They were seut trom Bt
Paul at five o’'clock Wednesday evening, under
orders from General Sheridan, instructing
thew to leave at half-past seven o'clock with
four days' rations. Several officers of the regi-
ment ure old Indian fighters. They left Fort
Suelling in churge of eighty new recruits, the
smallest foree left at that fort in many years.

EXCITEMENT OVER THE OUTBREAK AT LEAD-
VILLE.
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HFRALD.]
LeanviLLe, Col., Oct. 2, 1879,

The report of the murder of Indian Agent
Mecker and his family, at the Ute Reservation,
and the surprise and killing of Colonel Thorn-
burigh, create great exeitement here.  Governor
Pitkin has despatehed couriers from this point
to the Eagle River and Bear River districts,
which are full of prespectors, to warn them of
their danger. General Joe Wilson bas been
notified that the Leadville militin may be re-
quired to take the field, and three compunies
are bolding a meeting at the present hour to
find out what members are prepared to march.

VIEWS ENTERTAINED AT THE DEPARTMENTS—
FEARS FOR THE AGENT—OBJECT OF THORN-
BURGH'S MOVEMENT—CAUSES OF THR OUT-
BREAE—WHAT THE'INDIANS HAVE SUFFERED,

[DY TELEGRAPH TO THE HEBALD.)
. Wasmsarox, Oct. 3, 1679,

There has not been s despatch of any kind re-
ceived to-dsy at the Interior Department and but
ono at the War Department in roference to the out-
break among the Utes. Gooeral Sheridan tele
graphed the arrival of General Merritt with 500 men
ot Bawlins this morning. It is the dpinion of officers
on duty at tho Wer Department that Genesal Merritt
will have no trouble wh in hing the be-
leagured command of Captain Payoe, butthatthe In-

t to loave their reservation.
SFTATEMENT OF ONE WHO KNOWS,

Mr, Wolf, who for years bas lved among the Utes
and who knows thelr pecuilarities, ssys that the
Utes who are involved in this fresh outbreak sre
undoubted'y smong the most ponceable of all the'
remuant of Indian tribes of the United States, The
people of Colorado, Wyoming aud Utsh Lave en-
tered and departed fromn thoelr reservotion with
slmost complete immunity for many years, whils
the government traders and contractors lave been
dofrauding them in the most shaweless manner.
But onece previous to this outbresk lus
there been any serious rebellion on  the
part of the Utes. Then the White River Utcs
and another band left their reservation and took the
warpath, but were ind 1 to under a pledg
that they would remasin, which they have dogde up to
this time under the most aggravating conditions,
On that occusion the military very sensibly refrained
from any attempt st their pacification, G, W, Dodge
it appears undertook that work snd sccomplishied it
at u cost of $16,000, & purt of whiech the Indian Office
refused to psy, notwithstanding the order was made
Ly Secretary Delano aud was in the handwriting of
Assistant Secretary Cowans.

FAILURE OF THE GOVERNMENT,

It is sllegod, snd no doabt with some show of
justice, that for years the governusnt hee utterly
falled to honorsbly meet its obligations townrd
these Indinus. For some two years at ome time
their goods were en roufe and undelivered. When
Mr. Meaker was appolnted to that agency st the in-
stance of Senstor Teller, this was the status of
affuirs with the Utes, Mr. Mecker has proved ope of
the most upright and competent men in that branch
of the public service, but ho has been
handicapped by & Congrees which hag fatled to
makoe appropristions tor from 75,000 to $100,000
due to these Indians. It wea sincercly hoped that
Mr. Meokor's appointment wounld avert future calame-
ities, but his eflorts have not been properly seconded
by hie government and the country is now resping
the consequences,

THESFASSES OF MINERS, .

To the other wrongs iuflicted upon the Utes may
be added the unrestrained tresy of the miners
upon their reservation, which should have been pre-
vented by the government, sod other invasions
equally aggravating and unb ble. They
thut trains wre sont through their territory in charge
of United States troops, sgainst thelr warning to the
contrary, though this may not be regarded ss &
grievance,

PREVENTION THAT MIGHT HAVE BERN,

These sggravations, some of which are severe,
whilo other complsints perbaps sre imaginary, have
led to the sscrifico of life in the prosent case. A
proper respeck for the obligations of the govern.
ment toward these Indisns would mno doubt have
pra d this and saved a vast nmount of
money which will now be spent in an nttempt to
punish the refractory Indians for having resisted
the incompetency and injuatice of our own govorn-
ment and its policy. If the Indians who are oo the

Taim

dinns will t long b arrives w mbrik-
g distaneco. Thoy srenever known to sttack a sn-J
pedior foree, or resist it when flightwill serve their
purpose best, General Morritt is not expected to
reach Milk Croek bl to aft A
forced march of thirty-aix hours will bring him in
the vicinity of the place where the d of the

TesoT ceded to them by the government
under treaty wers protected, as thoy are mgmd to
be, agalust the aggressions of msurading miners snd
the disk ty of governmient officlals, this out-
break would no doubt have been averted, The pity
is that those who lave prompted this difficulty
po It worst consequences. They fall upon the

late Major Thornburgh is intrenched. When this
party is released the troops will preas forward to
tho agency in the hope of Anding the white residents
gtill all alive, but there is little doubt of their
massacre cre this, These movements will morely
give our troops possession of & deserted®agency, all
the old men, women and children hasving by this
time been sped upon thelr journey southward to the
mountsins in the neighborhood of tho Los Pinos
roservation,
OIJECT OF THOLXBURGH'S MOVE.

The objeot of the luterior Department in ecalling
upon the War Departmont for troops to visit the
White River sgency was to moeroly preserve order.
1t was thought the presence of several companies of
eavalry wonld have a quieting effect upoun

minds of the dissatisfied Chiefs. There was™y,

not the allghtest intention of provoking
a hostile feeling in auy direction, and the
report that Major Thornburgh refused to order the
men to fire, on the ground thst his instractions
wore explicitly to the effect not to provoke hostili-
ties, coufirius tho statement made by the War and
Iuterior Depart t autborities that g was
firther from the purpose of Major Thornburgh's
mission than to ineite the Utes to devds of violence,
THE PEACEFUL INTERIOR DEPARTMENT,

It will be remembered that when the nows of

Colonel Miles' lust cugagoment was recoived in Waah-

soldier, when they should fall upon the heads of

others.,
ACTION OF A MAIL CARRIND.

Among other causes which, 1t is said, aroused the
hatred of tho Utes, was the sction of a former mall
carrier, who ocarried the mail trom Rawling
to White River. He became dissatisfied with
his tion, and end od to obtain s higher
price for his services by rofusing to carry the mail
any longer ut the rate origiuslly contracted for. Iv
appears that tho contract was really in the hands of
ex-Senstor Dorsey, who sublet it, Instead of
Mr. Dorsey submitting to the demands of
Perkine ho gave It to soother party. There
npon Perkins, in rovenge, procecded to de-
stroy the forage along the post route, to

urn the grass and poison the minds of the Utes
with of the hurdsl they were compelled
to endure through the now-compliance of the gov-
ernment with ita promises. Mr, Riedell, the agens
of Mr. Dorsey, who is in Washington, stiributes the
hostile feeling of the Utes to the machinations of
this wan Perkins.e

GENERAL TYINER NOT IN THE VICINITY AND
PREOBABLY SAFE,
WasmixaToN, Oct. 2, 1879,
General Knapp, ehiof clerk of the Post Office De-
partment, received to-night the folluwing reply to

ington tho I D d

e

his teleg to the p ter at Laramio, saking
£ tion relstive to Pirst Assistant Postmaster

that Colsnol Miles had dod his in
attaoking what was belloved to bo a peaceabla body
of Inuians, and the Hoeretary of War was
equally emphatic in regretting the occurrouce,
us calouluted to make unplonsant feelings
between the War and Interior departments, Major
Thoruburgh was thoroughly sequainted with the
eharscter of the Indiaus he was golng smong, and
was a8 woll swaro as anybody of their treachorous
habite when incited to anger. On the 26th of Sep-
tomber ho telographed to General Sheridan from
Bear River, Colorado, s follows:—

Have mot some Ute chiefs here. They seem
frigndly, and promise to go with me to the agency.
The Ures say they do pot undorstand why we have
cowe, 1 have tried to explain satistactorily sud do
wot apticipate auy trouble.

He dii not even purpose taking his com-
mapd to thoe agency f it ocould be avoided,
such I8 the repugnance of the Indians to
seoing soldiers about their reservation, sod
Lo was lustructed to be extremely carciul so as to
avold every sign of coming for any purpose save to
awe by the prosenco of has continand tue turbulent
Ludians,

THE UTES' INTENTION TO KILL.®

When, bowever, it was known thet ho was ap-
prosching the throat was lostautly made by the
Utow thay they would fight, As they were aware
thst the command was small they mado such dispo-
sition of their membors an was intendoed to kill every
person o the command.  The professions of friend-
shilp on the part of the Ute chiefs is thus explained
for by appearing not to bo pi the ']
would bave gone throngh the canyon where the Ules
wearo ambushed, and the plan to massaere the whole
party would have beon ecarried out. Anotber evie
donce, army oflicors say, of the lutention of the
Utes to do hostile deods, was*the knowledge which
they possessed of the departure of Major Thorn-
burgh's command from Fort Fred Steclo and its
destination, They wers not only not surprised, but
fully armed and prepared to fight 6. Of the cause
of tho dissatisfaction wiich has produced this out-
break the Interior ®and War departmonts know
nothing mave what was  publishod n those
desput:hes to-day, Without appropriations by Con-
gress the Interior Departmont osnnot oxpend o
dollar, and overy recomimondation made by the
Socrotary and Com Lias beon Iy 1

As an evidenco of the poor treatment whiteh the
Utos bave nad to endure ander the posce poliey, ref-
erence bs made 1o the veport of K M. Danforth, the
United Statos Indian Agent at the White River
Ageney, anud the pred Mr. Mecker, In Lis res
port to the Commirsioner of Indlan Atfalra tor 1875,
ho suysfol the troatment of tho Utes st this agency . —

An nuusual niumber of Indisns have boon off their
roservation during the past youe, and have retminol
away tor somoe time, There wers soveral rossons
tor this,  Lhe sonuitios sud sapplies arenishod
theso ludians amount to, ata liberal estimate, not

over one-hall that ulred for thelr su None
ummulrmomm wtmd%m
-

Goneral Tyner aud party :— . L
k l’o’tm T"Dnm"uul

W. A. Exarr, Chilef Clor o u P

Party just arrived saw General Tyner and party on
Big Creek, sbout fifteen miles from Tinkham"s
Lauch, at the ontrance to North Park, M
lave boen sent to warn them of danger from Indisns.
1 think they lhn all right. Will telegraph you when
1 bear from them.

& @ C. W. SPALDING, Acting Postmaster.

This places General Tyner and friends 150 miles
east of the seeno of Thornburgh's disaster, with &
mountain renge between them, sud free from dan-
gor unless the outbroak ug the lodians is more
geueral than s now supposed.

THE OGREAT UTE RESERVATION—SKETCH OF THE
WHITE RIVER COUNTRY—AGENT MEEKER'S
ATTEMPTS AT CIVILIZING THE INDIANS—THN
EXPEDITION AXD WHAT LED TO IT—THR
MINERS' INVASION—LBEADING WMEN AMONG
THE UTES,

The White River Agonoy hias control of about 008
Indians, who oocupy the oxtreme northern distriel
of the Ute reservation in Colorado. The entire re-
glon s plot que and A Colorado
contsins 61,000,000 sores, ombracing an ares thirteen
timos larger than Massnchusetts. Moro than ones
half of .this magnificont domsin is occupied by
the Rocky Mouuntsins, When the mines wore
opened after the famous Pike's Poak excitement

fa 1450-00 the Ute Imdi ware gued the then
1 t lored region wost of the firat range of
1 by the tod Northern and

Middle parks. The district was considered “out of
the world,"” and it was solllom visited except by &
fow sdventurous hunters and prospectors, But when
the mines of Contenl Qlty, Dinsck Hawk and Georgoe-
towu had been fully opensd, and flourishing towns
sprang up, ratlrosds were butlt through the hitherto
{uscessible canyons, sud prospectors puahed
their way up to the snowy poaks of
the highest mountains, Mining cmmps were
opened on the summit of Mount Lincoln, 14,000 foel
abovo the soa. From the tops of some of the mwoune
tains the most onchanting views of the Ule country
appesred, and in fair woathor tho smoke of the Ind.*
fan oamp fires oould be soon rising from tho white
topoes lu the valleys bolow. Id has long been the
opinion of experts that the tad aad

of the Ute rosorvition wore rich with silver and
gold, and & fow months ago it was reported thad
valuable discoverios bwd bosn made in the neighbore
bood of the North Park. Somo belioved thet
there wes oven more wealth in  this northern
distriot of Colorado than there was in the celobrated
gulelos of the South Park. When reports came
sover the range’” thal gold In paying quantities had
beon discovered up there prospeciors focked In
trom all parts of the State sud from Wyoming Ter
ritory., The Indisn Agent sod the suthorities o




